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sure we are standing on firm ground when we dogmatically assert that
the prophet of Iran discarded the pantheon and purposely kept it out
of his religion of reform ?

This is countered by a plea from the other side:

We are not unmindful of the argument that the Gathas, being short
devotional hymns for the use of the faithful, may not be expected to
contain the entire Avesta pantheon, or an elaborate ritual. The argu-
ment may explain something, but not all. It fails to account for the
entire elimination of the very names of the most piominent angels
Mithra, Verethraghna, and their associates. Vital pioblems as these
remain unsolved.

So Dr Dhalla comes to non liquet. It seems to us that he has
allowed too much for the scruples of the modern Parsis, who
in this matter can hardly be impartial. Mithra and Haoma
and the Fravashis were far too prominent in the religion of the
Prophet's day to be accidentally overlooked in his Hymns.
The priests who preserved them were devoted to these cults,
and would never have failed to preserve anything so congenial
as a recognition of these ever-popular divinities. The cumula-
tive effect of Zarathushtra's omissions is overwhelming for all
who look at it impartially. And as we shall see, there is
really not such a great necessity laid upon modern orthodoxy,
after all.

The natural inference from Zarathushtra's coincident ignor-
ing of all these favourite divinities is corroborated by the
silence of Dai ins. Nor is it merely negative evidence. We have
Artaxerxes Mnemon, a century later, grouping ' Ahuramazda,
Anahita, and Mithra'; and his own words answer to Greek
evidence that he made considerable innovations in religion.
He was in fact the first king whose religion is fairly represented
by the Yashts. Now this religion may be reasonably enough
interpreted by the modern Parsi in the light of earlier and
later elements in his canon, without touching the results
obtained by studying the Yashts by themselves. There can
be really little doubt that the gods who eclipsed the others in
the later Achaemenian age were those to whom the great verse